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OUR COVER — An 


overhead view of 


the Skylab space station cluster in 


Earth orbit photographed from the 
Command/Service Module. 


Photo courtesy NASA 
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ember. 

Gasoline tax funds had been running well ahead 
of 1972 for the first five months of this fiscal year. In 
fact, we had collected $101 million in the first five 
months of 1972. In 1973 that figure was up to $106 
million. 

Even so, the month of November showed a drop. 
The drop was $270,000 and might not be considered 
great because we are ahead for the year, but this is 
significant. First, we had been showing an increase of 
5.15% as a regular thing. Thus this did not level off, 
but did show the drop. Second, this was ahead of what 
had been expected in terms of time. It had been 
figured that any decrease in gas usage would show up 
a little later. 

The November figure for 1972 was $20,699,000. This 
year that had decreased to $20,429,000. This decline 
appears to the people in the Department of Revenue to 
be the indication of a trend. We are concerned about 
this in the Department of Transportation, but we are 
not alarmed. Obviously, we may need to make 
adjustments in programs to adjust for this difference 


he energy crisis showed an apparent trend in Nov- 
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should it continue. The Governor's 7-year road 
program is figured at a rather conservative figure in 
terms of revenue, so | do not foresee any reductions | in 
the road program. 

At the same time, the energy crisis has put many 
people in mind of how such times bring people 
together. Many people have never talked to 
anyone— except their car radio—on their way to work. € 
Now car pools provide a whole new world of 
entertainment — it’s called conversation. Here is also a 
determination on the part ot many people to make a 
contribution and do their part to fight this thing. 

At atime when we are looking to the 200th 
anniversary of our country, we need this type of spirit. 
Anyone Can gripe and complain. It takes a little extra 
to say, “Okay, let’s pitch in and do our part.” This is 
what the folks in Traffic Engineering did when they 
met some tough odds and got the new 55 mile per hour 
signs up by the deadline. Even with a short delay, they 
pulled out the stop and got it done. This is the type of 
spirit we need, not just during an energy crisis, but 
everyday. | hope that all of us will pull a chapter from 
this book and take this kind of pride in our work. 


Sincerely, 
Bruce A. Lentz. 
Secretary 


COMMENTS, GRIPES, COMPLAINTS AND 
OBSERVATIONS: 

Don’t you just love that TV commercial where the 
lady always whispers about TOILET PAPER? How 
about the one where the lady is named Aunt Bluebell 
or some such? Or don’t you love that guy who tells you 
how you Can order every record that’s ever been made 
for only $6.98 . . . but you must act now! 


A fellow said the other day that he could remember 
when the run down part of a town was not the central 
business district. 


Took a fall vacation. Went to Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Several things impressed me about the trip. 
Obviously, Williamsburg was impressive, but | noticed 
that there weren’t any chewing gum wrappers, or ice 
cream papers strewn around. That’s probably because 
they don’t sell items like that in the restored area, but 
it was still nice not to see a lot of litter and trash. It was 
also a pleasure to walk under a roadway there. 
Somehow no one had taken a spray can and painted 
“John loves Mary”, or “Beat Richmond” on the walls of 
the tunnel. A pleasant surprise. | had atrip ona 
Virginia Highway Department ferry which was okay. 
To get to the ferry, we traveled through Surry County 
and ate at the Surry Inn. There the waitress added a 
little touch. She wrote “thank you” across the bottom 
of the ticket. That was in addition to the printed 
“thank you”. | got the impression that she cared. 


| was most:impressed by the 


do-it-yourself-honor-system coffee shop at the Lord 


Paget Motel. Here you could get coffee, milk, tea, 
pastries (including blueberry and corn meal muffins), 
poach your own eggs, make your own toast and get 
your own juice or cereal. Other than the cereal and 
some sandwiches which were in vending machines, 
everything was right out for you to pick up and heat in 
infra-red ovens. Then you figured out what you owed 
and put the money in a slot. There was a lady there 
who helped you out with where things were, but she 
didn’t try to check up to see if you had paid enough. 
It’s nice to be trusted in these days of showing your 
driver’s license, birth certificate and two personal 


a references to get a two dollar check cashed. 


On The DOT - Ted Line 


By Ted Harrison 


By the time you read this it is expected that the CBS 
Television Network will have cancelled the program 
CALLUCI’S DEPT. For those of you who aren’t familiar 
with it this was a comedy presentation about an 
unemployment office. It was complete with a lot of 
the red tape of the bureaucracy which government 
employees and the public bear as a burden of doing 
business. f liked the show because it reminded me of 
people and situations both in and out of state 
government. (I discount the rumor that some folks said 
the show reminded them of this office.) It gave us a 
chance to laugh at ourselves and to say, “| hope I’m 
not like that.” One incident included the dictation of a 
memo to the supply folks with all the appropriate lingo 
which seems to be required for such a memo. After 
about five minutes of dictation of the heading, 
subheading and the subject which was PAPER CLIP, 
the memo was one line, “We ain’t got any.” 


FAIR BOOTH: 


It was painted red. It was painted white. It was 
painted blue. It was the Department of Transportation 
booth at the N. C. State Fair. Even with that sort of 
paint job, and even though it was made in the shape of 
a Triskelion some fellow in a bow tie had trouble 
finding it the first time he went to the Fair. (I 
understand that he found it later.) | want to give some 
thanks to the folks who built the booth . . . more 
thanks to the folks who worked in it and more thanks 
to all the people who supplied information and 
materials for the whole operation. 


Photo by Bill Jones 


[Continued on Page 30] 


Timber 


you read this . . . both desk and chair were made 

in North Carolina. It would also be a good bet that 
the wood was imported through the North Carolina 
ports of Wilmington or Morehead City. 

It has not always been this way. During colonial 
days and for many years, North Carolina was a prime 
source for quality lumber. The tall pine trees were 
much in demand for masts and spars for sailing vessels 
of the era and her oak trees went into keels and ribs for 
the vessel itself. Cherry, walnut, hickory and elm trees 
were felled, hand sawn, and converted into interior 
paneling for the master’s cabin. 

From 1720-1870 North Carolina developed two 
major industries . . . naval stores and lumber 
production, as well as several lesser industries based 
on forest products. The most significant industry was 
naval stores... the production of tar, pitch, resin and 
turpentine. During that period the ‘Tar Heel” state 
(that’s how we got our nickname) held first place in 
exports of these commodities to the English colonies. 
In fact, North Carolina led the world in the production 
of naval stores during that period. 

Farther inland local craftsmen were building 
furniture, wooden home appliances and agricultural 
machinery from the hardwoods surrounding them. As 
a craftsman’s own needs were met he began making 
cabinets and furniture for neighbors and gradually 
enlarged his “market” to include households in his 
immediate region. 


C hances are, if you are sitting at a wooden desk as 


In 1812 Congress imposed a tax of 30% on all 
imported articles of furniture formerly ordered from 4 
“the old country” to grade the mansions of plantation | 
owners and merchant princes. That fact alone speeded 
up the trend in manufacturing and set the 
cabinetmaker apart from the carpenter trade. 

The first known “factory” in North Carolina devoted 
to furniture manufacturing was the mechanization of a 
cabinet shop owned and operated by William E. and 
David A. White of Mebane, North Carolina. That was 
in 1881. White Furniture Company of Mebane is one of 
the oldest customers of the North Carolina ports. 

Today, North Carolina is the leading manufacturer 
of quality wooden furniture in the nation. Furniture 
manufacturing is the third largest employer in the state 
with over 75,000 people directly employed in this vital 
segment of our economy. 

This development from a “cottage industry” to one 
of the giants in our economy is not the only change to 
take place in the intervening years. 

The explosive growth in population, participation in 
several wars and other more subtle factors have 
drastically reduced our forestry resources. No longer 
do we have unlimited supplies of basic woods. . . 
pine, oak, hickory, and ash, not to mention walnut, 
cherry and other desirable species for quality 
furniture. 

Today’s manufacturer has been forced to turn to 
foreign sources, in less developed corners of the world 
... to South and Central America, Africa, the 
Philippines and parts of Northern Europe. 


Photos by Bill Jones 


And that isn’t the only change in the past decade or 
so. New words have been introduced to the importer 
and manufacturer’s vocabulary. They have had to 
learn about virola, banac, andiroba, sande, guatambu, 
mahoganies from Africa, Brazil, Honduras and the 
Philippines, beech squares from Finland and 
Yugoslavia. These are some of the woods replacing the 
more traditional species used by the furniture industry. 
And don't forget the building industry; in addition to 
importing plywood, moldings, door-skins . . . they are 
also importing douglas fir, hemlock and cedar for 
structural building needs. 

For the first ten months of this year (1973) lumber 
imports through Morehead City totalled 27 million 591 
thousand board feet. Wilmington during the same 
period handled 24 million 374 thousand board feet . . . 
a total for the two ports of over 112 thousand tons. 
These staggering figures do not include exports of logs 
for foreign furniture manufacturers. Nor do they 
reflect the thousands of tons of wood pulp and other 
paper products produced from North Carolina forest 
resources and exported to foreign converters. 

Where do all the lumber imports go? By rail and by 
truck the millions of board feet of lumber go to 
furniture manufacturers in North and South Carolina, 
northern Virginia, Tennessee, Florida and Georgia, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Indiana and Arkansas. 

Not unlike the current rock and roll tune “You've 
come a long way baby”. . . so have the ports of 


Morehead City and Wilmington in handling their 
lumber imports. 

Both ports opened in late summer of 1952. . . each 
with one dock and one warehouse. They grew, but 
slowly for the next few years. Wilmington has the 
distinction of handling the first imported lumber cargo 
in late fall of 1954. . . one million 500 thousand board 
feet of structural timber from the West coast. 

Wilmington’s one dock at that time was 1,500 feet 
long with one transit shed and one warehouse. There 
was little if any hardstand on which to store the 


coveted cargo. But stack it they did. . . on every 
square foot of available space. As one veteran 
employee of the port described it . . . ‘‘We had lumber 


stored everywhere but in our office.” And then disaster 
struck. A late blooming hurricane swept across the 
terminal and scattered the precious cargo for blocks. 
“We were picking up lumber for six weeks.” 

Today, a similar disaster is unlikely. Lumber for the 
most part comes in heavy bundles secured with steel 
bands. And storage facilities have also improved. 
Wilmington’s docks now exceed a linear mile; 
Morehead City will soon have over 5,000 feet of docks. 
For handling of lumber or other cargoes that can be 
stored in the open, Wilmington has 32 acres of paved 
hardstand .. . Morehead City 8 acres. All hardstand 
areas at both facilities can be served by rail and trucks. 
— by Ed Kirk 


The Energy Crisis 


Call it an energy crisis or an oil shortage or 
whatever, the current lack of petroleum is having a 
number of effects on the Department of 
Transportation. 

There are the little things, such as turning off two of 
every three lights in hallways at the Highway Building. 

The maintenance man unscrewing the bulbs 
remarked to a passerby, ‘You're going to be cold and 
blind.” 

But so far, no muggings have been reported in the 
darkened hallways. 

And turning the thermostats down has had some 
repercussions. 

The worst consequence, according to one ogler, is 
that more girls are wearing pants suits and leaving their 
mini-skirts at home. 

Lower speed limits and the projected shortage of 
gasoline for cars are Causing some minor problems and 
will probably cause more. 

Some people who live miles from their places of 
work will no doubt get into more car pools and leave 
for work earlier in the mornings. 

But all of these problems are minor and are those 
shared by the general public. They aren’t peculiar to 
the DOT. 

There are some larger hurdles down the road, 
however. 

On the last Tuesday in November, bids on 18 
construction and repaving contracts were opened in 
the Highway Building Auditorium. There was some 
apprehension among the Division of Highway staff as 
to what sort of bids would be received. After all, 
contractors were bidding on jobs that would call for 
asphalt to be laid in the spring of 1974. 


Photos by Bill Jones 


There was a collective sigh of relief, then, when the 
bids were generally in line with the estimates that staff 
engineers had prepared. 

One contractor said after the bid opening session 
that “there will be plenty of asphalt next spring, 
although we don’t know what it’s going to cost.” 

It was the spring of 1975 he was doubtful about, he 
said. 

‘As far as bidding on jobs right now,” he said, “it’s a 
lot like shooting craps. We're just plain gambling.” 

A petroleum shortage in the future, however, could 
curtail asphalt supplies, he indicated. This could 
materially affect the Seven Year Road Program which 
the DOT announced in October. 

Other shortages which cropped up as early as 
November have already hampered some operations. 

Inability to secure guard rail from suppliers, for 
instance, delayed the opening of Interstate 40 between 
Cove Creek and Clyde for weeks. It was the last gap in 
the highway in the mountains west of Asheville and 
could have been opened for Thanksgiving traffic had 
the guard rail been available. 

At the Equipment Branch, which purchases 
everything from cotter pins to trucks, officials say it 
takes nine months now to secure items which used to 
require only a few weeks. They also say gasoline to 
operate highway equipment may run short or even 
completely out a few months from now. 

There is no certainty that this situation is going to 
get any better in the immediate or near future. 

But enough of talk about shortages. Everybody who 
has shopped in the market place knows that they exist 
in all sorts of things and that the list is getting longer. 

Another extremely important effect in the near 


future could be the amount of revenues the Division of 
Highways receives for its operations. If the amount of 
gasoline that is sold to the traveling public is curtailed, 
then certainly tax revenues which come from gasoline 
sales will most certainly be reduced. And it is from the 
gasoline tax that Highways gets most of its money for 
construction, maintenance and administration. 

This has caused some fear that even if asphalt and 
other supplies remain available there will be less 
revenues with which to let contracts at the state level 
and perhaps less federal aid, because the National 
Highway Trust Fund.also gets its revenues from 
gasoline taxes. 

Highway planners view the situation with some 
dismay, because they feel that this petroleum crisis 
could cause disruptions in the Seven Year Plan, and it 
comes at a time when they felt that for once they had 
an orderly, logical road program that the public would 
accept and appreciate. 

One thing seems sure. There is no precedent for the 
current situation in peace time, and this is one reason 
for all of the uncertainty that has affected everything 
from Wall Street to just plain individuals. 

As the man unscrewing the light bulbs said, “You're 
going to be cold and blind.” 

And that myopia seems to include the future at the 
Department of Transportation, simply because nobody 
has been in a situation exactly like this before. — 
GIBSON PRATHER 


ay back last spring most folks thought the energy 
a W/ was something akin to science fiction. 


The State of North Carolina took note of the 
energy crisis in April. The Department of 
Transportation asked State institutions and agencies 
operating heating plants to set up programs to reduce 
fuel consumption by ten percent. 

Not much notice was paid when Governor Jim 
Holshouser set up the Energy Task Force in the spring. 
By August the Governor added a full time staff to work 
with the Task Force and a Study Commission on energy 
set up by the Legislature. 

By this time “energy crisis” was getting into more 
vocabularies. 

Then came September and the arguments against 
the Federal Power Commission’s plan to curtail natural 
gas use. 

By this time the rumors and the truth about the 
energy crisis had put the topic before the entire world. 
President Nixon’s two messages in November put 

the nation on notice. 

North Carolina was one of the first dozen states to 
move toward cutting speed limits as a means of 
conserving fuel. The Governor gave a challenge to the 
Division of Highways on November 13th. He wanted 
speed limits lowered to 55 by December 1st. 

The President’s second message caused a slight hold 
up on plans to change the limits. The plans were 
carried out after it was determined that North 
Carolina’s 55 mile limit could make a difference before 
any change to 50 miles per hour went into effect. The 
idea that the 55 mile limit would be in effect over the 


Christmas and New Year's holidays had a lot to do with 
the final decision. 

Folks like Don Overman, Jimmy Litchford, and 
Harold Rhudy and their staffs didn’t just swing into 
action. They dived in like Mark Spitz an the last lap of 
a relay. Prison Enterprises produced the overlays to 
change the 5382 signs necessary to put the 55 mile 
limit into effect. 

The week after Thanksgiving the overlays began to 
appear on the highways. The ordinance had been 
signed and the observance of the 55 mile limit could 
become a fact of life. Even so we could look over our 
shoulders with the idea that 50 would become a fact, 
too. The Governor had already put the 50 mile limit to 
employees driving state-owned vehicles. 

Folks found out that it didn’t take that much longer 
to make a trip. They learned that they could fill up on 
Saturday if they planned to travel on Sundays. And 
they learned that a tank of gas could last a bit longer. 

The Department of Transportation joined in with 
other agencies in cutting back thermostats and turning 
out lights to conserve. DOT lead other agencies in the 
approval of compact cars. The Department had 
already approved purchase of 172 Plymouth Valiants 
for 1974. This 1s in place of Plymouth Furys, the low 
bid full-sized cars. The Governor took note of this in 
his news conference concerning the energy crisis. He 
also directed that the goal was for the Motor to reach a 
point that 75 percent of the state’s fleet would be 
compact cars. 

At the same time car pools were formed. Peopie 
found out they would meet people this way, or talk to 
someone instead of the car radio. Comedians made 
jokes. The stock market plunged. Steel was short. 
Paper was short. There was a wonder of how much 
would a reduction in gas and gas taxes reduce the 
State’s highway program. 

It took less than a year for the words “energy crisis” 
to change from a far-out it’ll-never-happen kind of 
dream into a fact of life. 

The fact of life carried with the idea that textile 
plants could close and unemployment could face a lot 
of people. This put things into a perspective beyond 
saying that it would be inconvenient to curtail Sunday 
driving. 

In what had been a time of affluence for many, the 
world and society took on a look of determination. 
Folks set their jaws and said out loud to themselves, 
“We'll handle it.” 

The first week in December, the Governor asked for 
and received approval from the Board of Water and Air 
Resources for less stringent rules on fuel oils. The 
Board okayed plans to allow the use of oils with more 
sulphur content since these fuels were in more 
abundant supply. They are also approved under 
standards from the Environmental Protection Agency. 
North Carolina had taken the march and gotten into 
compliance with EPA restrictions ahead of a 1975 
deadline. 

Governor Holshouser also announced the holiday 
schedule which affected most of us with the addition 
of three more days off during the Christmas-New Year's 


[Continued on Page 30] 


New License Exams 


n the early days of automobile travel, there was 

: no such thing as a driver's license. Back then, 

everyone was legally allowed to drive a car, just as 
now, everyone is legally allowed to ride a bicycle: In 
1935, the State of North Carolina first began to issue 
driver's licenses, but initially, there was no 
standardized testing of the applicants. Later, to insure 
that all drivers could meet minimum standards for 
driving skills and had a basic knowledge of traffic 
rules, road tests and written exams were begun. 

Since the time they were first administered, these 
tests have been frequently changed to keep the 
material covered by them up to date with respect to 
‘modifications and developments in the state’s traffic 
laws. 

Neither the road test nor the written exam is 
considered to be an effective screening device for 
keeping unsafe drivers off the road. Their primary 
function is to guarantee minimum levels of skill and 
knowledge in driver license applicants, and to insure 
that applicants, whose skills and knowledge are below 
the designated standard, are not licensed. For renewal 
applicants, the written exam provides an incentive for 
refreshing and updating their knowledge of rules of the 
road and safe driving practices. 

In early November, 1971, work was begun on a new 
written driver’s license exam by the North Carolina 
Department of Motor Vehicles and the University of 
North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center. 
According to Dr. Patricia F. Waller, of the Highway 
Safety Research Center, a new written exam was 
needed to measure more effectively the applicants’ 
mastery of basic driving information. 

Since written tests were first administered to driver 
license applicants, psychometrics, the scientific study 
of testing procedures, has been developed into a 
highly advanced discipline. To develop the new 
written exams, North Carolina turned to the experts in 
psychometrics from the Educational Testing Service 


Photo by Bill Jones 


24. In which of the following situations is very slow driving 
especially dangerous? 


(ETS) in Princeton, New Jersey. ETS is internationally 
renowned for contributing to the development of 
many standardized exams, most notably, the College 
Boards. Using psychometric principles, four 
professionals from the Department of Motor Vehicles, 
two consultants from the Highway Safety Research 
Center, and a staff of experts in test construction from 
ETS, developed a series of written exams whose scores 
represent more accurately an applicant's true grasp of 
the information necessary for safe driving. 

Before writing the actual exam questions, this group 
first established the areas of driving information in 
which applicants should be tested. These areas, as 
determined by the Department of Motor Vehicles, are: 
the Rules of the Road, Good Driving Practices, Car and 
Driving Safety, Handling Emergencies, Defensive 
Driving, Driver Improvement and Administrative 
Procedures, and General Knowledge of the Vehicle. 
Each of these areas was weighted according to its 
relative importance, and questions representing each 
area were included at a frequency corresponding to 
the emphasis which the Department of Motor Vehicles 
has determined it should be given. 

For one day, in February, 1972, sample exams were 
used statewide on a trial basis. The data obtained from 
these trial exams were used to evaluate the group of 
questions which had been drawn up through the joint 
efforts of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the 
Highway Safety Research Center, and ETS. On the: 
basis of the results of this first field test, many items 
were eliminated or revised. Eventually, five 
independent tests, each with 25 questions, were 
developed and field tested statewide in June of 1972. 


[Continued on Page 15] 
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drawing the attention of individuals concerned 
with highway safety. According to figures 
released by the National Safety Council, the number of 
registered motorcycles increased by more than 400 
percent during the sixties. Even though the rate of 
fatalities per number of registered motorcycles has 


- remained fairly constant, the absolute figure has 


become quite large because of the recent popularity 
and growth of this form of transportation. 

The number of fatal motorcycle accidents, when 
compared with all accidents involving motorcycles, is 


_constantly higher than the corresponding figure for all 


motor vehicles. The fatality rate per number of 
registered motorcycles is also disproportionately high. 

Motorcycling will always be a more dangerous 
means of transportation than automobile travel 
because a motorcyclist involved in an accident has a 
much greater chance of being seriously injured than an 
occupant of a car. Motorcycles are, quite simply, less 
crashworthy than automobiles. However, this does not 
mean that nothing can be done to increase the safety 
of motorcycling. Measures can be taken to help 
reduce the frequency with which motorcycles are 
involved in accidents. 

Studies by the University of North Carolina Highway 
Safety Research Center show that, in the majority of 
multi-vehicle crashes involving motorcycles, the 
driver of the car is at fault. Most often the driver states 
that he simply did not see the motorcycle. 

There are several steps that a motorcyclist can take 
to help automobile drivers be more aware of his 


presence: 
1. Use headlights and taillights at all times, day 
and night. 
2. Wear reflectorized or highly visible helmets, 
and gloves. 


3. Use both turn signals and hand signals 

whenever possible. 

4. Use ahorn to alert other motorists. 

Since October 1, 1973, motorcycle operators in 
North Carolina have been required by law to have the 
lights of their vehicles turned on. This law pertains to 
operating a motorcycle during the day as well as at 
night. 

In approximately one-third of the multi-vehicle 
crashes, the motorcyclist is considered to be at fault. 
Most frequently, such accidents occur when the 
motorcyclist engages in some unwise practice, such as 
following too closely, or passing and turning 
improperly. Caution and prudence are the attributes of 
safe motorcyclists. 

About one-third of all motorcycle accidents are 
single vehicle crashes in which the motorcyclist loses 
control of his machine. Most often, such loss of 
control accidents occur while the motorcyclist is 


e HSRC Studies Motorcycles 


Moecwinset and motorcyclists are increasingly 


negotiating a curve. Other causes include swerving to 
avoid animals or pedestrians that dart into the 
roadway, and skidding due to oil slicks or gravel. 

Passengers are a factor in about 10 percent of all 
motorcycle accidents. For motorcycle accidents 
involving fatal injury, passengers are represented in 
almost one-third of the cases. These figures indicate 
that the presence of a passenger on a motorcycle 
increases the likelihood of serious injury from an 
accident. 


Photo 


A small percentage of accidents are caused by some 
mechanical failure of the motorcycle. Many of these 
accidents can be prevented if owners regularly follow 
basic maintenance procedures. 

Experience is another significant factor in 
motorcycle accidents. The University of North 
Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, in analysing 
accident data, found that persons who borrow 
motorcycles are nine times more likely to become 
involved in an accident than owners of motorcycles. 
Borrowers lose control of their vehicle more frequently 
than owners. In multi-vehicle crashes, borrowers are 
more often charged with violations than owners. These 
facts suggest that inexperience greatly increases the 
hazard of motorcycling. 

Dr. Patricia F. Waller, the staff associate in charge 
of the Driver License Exam Project at the University of 
North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, 
explains: “There is a growing amount of evidence 
which indicates that the inexperienced motorcyclist 
runs a greater risk of accident. This underscores the 
pressing need for special motorcycle licenses.” 

As Dr. Waller describes it, the examination for these 
special licenses would consist of separate written and 
skill tests. The written test would be different than the 
one presently being used for driver licenses, and would 
examine applicants on the basic knowledge necessary 
to operate a motorcycle. The skill test would examine 
applicants in the actual operation of a motorcycle. 


[Continued on Page 30] 


Houv The Fair Cets Here 


Raleigh and for nine glorious days the citizenry of 

our state wander through crowded exhibit halls 
and mill around on the bawdy midway drinking in the 
excitement, along with hot coffee and hot chocolate. 
Very few of the gawking sightseers ever stop to wonder 
how the fair gets here. 

The Fair, whose real name is Strates Shows, Inc., 
comes to us by rail. It is one of the few remaining 
institutions that depend on the deserted railroad for its 
travel. 

The Strates train pulls into.Raleigh one week prior to 
the scheduled opening date of the fair. Parked ona 
side rail across Hillsborough Street from the 
Fairgrounds, the unloading and setting up begins. For 
seven long days and nights the nomadic clan that 
entertains the people of North Carolina unloads bits 
and pieces of equipment that eventually is assembled 
into the thrilling rides and sideshows of the State Fair. 

The Strates Train is owned by E. James Strates and is 
based out of Orlando, Florida, the location of the 
Strates Shows’ winter quarters. The train is made up of 
50 cars and includes flatcars and coaches. One 
hundred people live on the train; there are 50 rooms 
for singles and 30 rooms for families. The train also has 
a club car, where employees can meet after the shows, 
and a dining car, which feeds the fair people only 
between cities. 

During the 1972 carnival season the train was 
camped in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. during the horendous 
floods which almost destroyed the entire area. All of 
the boxcars were completely destroyed by the flood 
waters, which during the worst of the flood rose to the 
tops of the cars. All of the coaches were lost, along 
with all the fair’s lighting equipment and power 
generators. 

The operation used for loading and unloading the 
Strates Shows is so efficient that the Pentagon sent a 
team down from Washington, D. C. to study their 
procedure. 


Ec very Fall the North Carolina State Fair comes to 
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Photos by Hugh Cashion 
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Sometimes the show splits into two groups and plays 
simultaneous engagements. During these times the 
train is divided into a one’ procession of 15 cars and 
one of 35 cars. 

The Fair makes a total of 20 shows during one 
season. They travel up and down the eastern seaboard 
from Florida to upstate New York. The Strates train 
goes on the road in early Spring and Raleigh, North 
Carolina in one of their final stops. 
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to find a way to double the life of North Carolina’s 
highways. 

Dr. Joseph Head, a native of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, who joined N.C. State’s faculty four years 
ago, is also a member of the Civil Engineering research 
team which is playing an integral part in North 
Carolina’s Highway Research Project. 

In the past Dr. Head has done research on the 
problems of practical structure work on bridges, and 
skid resistance measures on roads. 

At present, Dr. Head is working with the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (which has 
taken the place of the North Carolina State Highway 
Commission) on the problem of cracking in concrete 
road surfaces. North Carolina as well as all the nation’s 
states have wrestled with this pressing road problem 
for years but have only come up with the idea of 
resurfacing the roads every seven years. 

This incessent repaving has cost Americans millions 
of dollars. Dr. Head is among those in North Carolina 
who felt that something must be done to stop it. He 
has suggested ideas to the Highway Department on 
how the three and a half miles of test road sections 
located on U.S. 70 between Hillsboro and Raleigh 
should be laid out. 


A North Carolina State University scientist 1s trying 
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* Improved Asphalt 


When roads are overlaid with two inches of 
asphaltic concrete or bituminous concrete, which is 
the present method of resurfacing, reflection cracks 
can be seen through the resurfaced concrete 
sometimes within a week. Dr. Head has proposed 
using a reinforcing material between the old layers of 
asphalt road and the new two inch asphalt layer. 

The test road sections are proving that the fabric 
treated overlays last twice as long as regular road ° 
sections which are not reinforced. However, these 
roads are more expensive. Estimations are not 
complete as to how much more the new method of 
resurfacing would cost. 

Dr. Head’s suggested types of overlay materials 
include woven fiberglass, woven ploy-propylene (both 
of which act as a strengthening layer) and tinted 
polyethelene, which acts as a moisture barrier. 

Along with his other duties, Dr. Head supervises 
N.C.S.U. students monitoring the test road sections. 
He will compile the results of the study into a report 
for the Department of Transportation. Highway engi- 
neers will then decide if the project is worth the extra 
money that will have to be spent. However, Dr. Head 
stated, ‘Il believe the highway project will be economi- 
cally favorable in the long run.”—by Margo Woodin 
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Photo by Gordon Deans 


The Carpenter Shop 


calls it “un-ladylike”, my father thinks it’s hilar- 

ious, and my grandmother is proud of me) — | 
love tools! My favorite pastime is fixing things, and | 
collect wrenches, hammers, and screwdrivers. 
Needless to say, the first time | ever visited the DOT 
carpenter shop | almost asked Ted for a transfer. 

Back in September | met the guys for the fist time 
and came away convinced they should be written up 
in the Triskelion. The fantastic job they did on that 
monstrous fair booth deserved recognition. Since then 
| have seen them build covers for the department's 
pick-up trucks, booths for the weigh stations, a guard 
booth, and miscellaneous smaller items; | never cease 
to be amazed at the quality of their craftsmanship. 

Our carpenters are proud of their work. And it’s a 
type of pride that comes when you can see and touch 
the result of your own hard labor. The men must 
furnish their own tools. The state only supplies them 
with electric equipment. What a terrible injustice! 

Joe Lamberth said that he has over $400 invested in 
his tool box. Most of his tools have been collected 
over the past 27 years when he first came to work with 
the Division of Highways. To replace them at the 
current rate of inflation would probably cost a small 
fortune. Should his tools be stolen or vandalized or if 
he should break one, he is responsible for replacing it. 


C all it a quirk of nature or whatever (my mother 


Joe Lamberth explained the use of the tools in his 
(ool chest 


Photos by Gordon Deans 


Grover is really proud ot the method they use for 
storing and drying lumber. 


Foreman of the Carpenter Shop is a quiet man 
named Grover Lewter. He’s proud of the men he has 
working for him and he’s proud of his own job. He says 
it really hurts to have to sit back and supervise while 
other people do the work that he loves to do himself. 
“It’s the only work I’ve ever done,” is the way he 
expressed his feeling about the position. And the men 
in his employ definitely have feelings about their 
work. 

They love to have pictures of the things they build. 
Like the DOT booth at the fair. They took the pictures 
home or hung them on the walls in the shop. To them 
their work is gratifying — as it should be for men who 
can build something from a little and know that it’s put 
together to last a lifetime. 

Grover talked about the accidents they have had in 
the past, and the ones that have been avoided, 
sometimes by inventions of his own which make the 
shop more efficient and a safer place to work. One of 
his ideas he has put to work is a guard to the blade of 
the electric saws. As the wood is being split, the guard 
drops down around the blade to prevent severing 
fingers. Still, men have accidents and they are serious 
ones, as accidents usually are when working with 
high-powered equipment. 
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One man proudly talks of the times he spent in past 
years on the shop bowling team. The equipment depot 
doesn’t have a team any more, but he probably 
couldn’t bowl with them if they did, “not since the 
trouble with my legs,” he says. The trouble he refers to 
started when a piece of board slid off an electric gang 
saw and pierced his leg “like an arrow.” T,he board was 
several inches thick and required quite an extensive 
operation to remove it without severing an artery. 

Grover says it’s the little things that cause the worst 
accidents. Men look for the most obvious hazards, but 
you never think about the little ones until it’s too late. 

While Gordon Deans was taking pictures of Joe 
Lamberth’s tool chest, one of the carpenters came over 
and purposefully laid two wrecking bars across the 
open box. Joe had gone to the office to answer the 
telephone. “Now just watch the fit he throws when he 
comes back and sees that!’”” And sure enough, Joe 
threw a fit! 

Everything in his tool chest has a specified place and 
that’s where it had better stay. He’s even constructed 
individual boxes for each of the tools in his chest. 

Most of the DOT carpenters have grown up in the 
business. They have no other life, and don’t need any 
other life. For the one they have is the best there is. 
Their livelihood is literally in their hands. To replace 
one of the DOT carpenters would almost be an 
impossibility. But most of the men are approaching 
retirement age and will have to be replaced in the 
coming years. 

Grover said it would take at least six or seven years 
to train someone to do the quality of work that these 
people put out, a quality that only comes with a 
lifetime of experience. 

But for right now, we are proud of the craftsmen 
that we have. Their trade was passed to them from 
their fathers, and we truly hope that they will pass it on 
to their sons. Their’s is an art that the world would be 
lost without . . . and the DOT would probably cease to 
function! 
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Grover Lewter designed and fabricated the guard 
around the blade of this electric saw. The carpenters make a lot of their own tools. This 
saw handle is an example of one of their handmade 
items. 
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Enforcement And Theft 


The Enforcement and Theft Bureau of the Division 
of Motor Vehicles is the State’s oldest law enforcement 
agency. 

The 1921 session of the General Assembly provided 
authority for the Secretary of State of appoint one or 
more automobile Inspectors, which were to be 
commissioned by the Governor. 

On January 1, 1922 the Honorable J. Bryan Grimes, 
Secretary of State, appointed Captain George J. 
Studdard, who was the State Senator from Washington 
County, as the first automobile Inspector. Captain 
Studdard made his first official trip as an Inspector by 
train to Pinehurst, North Carolina. The reason for this 
trip was due to the large number of foreign license 
plates being used on motor vehicles in the Pinehurst 
area. In the months following Captain Studdard’s 
appointment, five additional Inspectors were 
- appointed by the Secretary of State. That complement 
of six men was faced with a formidable task — the 
enforcement of all motor vehicles laws in North 
Carolina. 

Over the years this Bureau has been attached to 
various State departments and has gone by many 
different names; however, our work always has 
derived from the existence of the motor vehicle and 
the great need for maintaining an orderly system of 
ownership and safe operation. 

In 1923 the Certificate of Title Law became effective 
in North Carolina and at that time the Theft Bureau 
was created. Two years later the Theft Bureau was 
placed in the Department of Revenue and remained in 
that department until the Motor Vehicles Department 
was Created in 1941. In September 1952 the name of 
the Division was changed to the License and Theft 
Enforcement Division; the name it was known by until 
1965 when the name was changed to the License and 
Safety Inspection Division. 

The Division retained this name until 1973 and it is 
now known as the Enforcement and Theft Bureau. 

The 1951 General Assembly authorized the State 
Highway Commission to establish during the bienniem 
ending June 30, 1953 ‘“‘not less than six nor more than 
twelve” permanent Weighing Stations. The State 
Highway Commission was to build, equip, and 
maintain the stations and the Department of Motor 
Vehicles was to operate these stations with uniformed 
officers. Weight Stations have been constructed and 
are being operated at Kinston, Elizabeth City, 
Statesville, Salisbury, Lumberton, Rural Hall, 
Asheville, Wilson, Charlotte, Apex, Hillsborough, and 
Hendersonville. 
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The Bureau is responsible for the administration of 
the Motor Vehicles Safety Inspection Program. This 
includes the licensing of over 5,000 privately owned 
inspection stations throughout the State and certifying 
over 18,000 inspectors. The training of inspectors 
requires intensive instructioning in the proper 
procedures for determining the condition of 
headlamps, taillights, horn, steering mechanism, 
windshield wipers, directional signals, tires, rear view 
mirrors, exhaust emission controls and exhaust 
systems. In addition, the physical facilities of each 
inspection station is required to be checked to assure 
that they meet minimum uniform requirements. The 
Bureau also constantly monitors the operation of all 
inspection stations. Members of the Bureau 
investigate all complaints,from throughout the state 
and when irregularities are discovered as a result of a 
complaint or an undercover investigation, appropri- 
ate disciplinary action is taken against the inspection 
station. 

A large part of the Bureau’s work is enforcing the 
laws regarding weight limitations on trucks operated 
on North Carolina’s highways. On major truck routes: 
throughout the State, Weight Stations are maintained 
to prevent overloaded vehicles from endangering 
other motorists and damaging the State’s highways. In 
addition, portable Weight Stations are set up without 
advance notice throughout the State on secondary as 
well as primary roads. 

The Bureau is also the central office for maintaining 
information for each motor vehicle reported stolen 
and recovered in North Carolina. The Inspectors of the 
Bureau are well-trained investigators and are 
specialists in the investigation of motor vehicle thefts. 
During 1972 over 7,000 motor vehicles were reported 
stolen in North Carolina. During 1972, 6,517 vehicles 
that had previously been reported as stolen were 
recovered. This in itself is a compliment to the 
Enforcement and Theft Bureau as well as all other law 
enforcement officers throughout the State. 

The Bureau is also charged with the responsibility of 
administering and enforcing the Motor Vehicles 
Dealers’ and Manufacturers’ Licensing Law. Over 7,000 
motor vehicle dealers and manufacturers are currently 
licensed to conduct business in North Carolina. 
Periodic investigations are made of each dealer’s and 
manufacturer’s place of business and records. All 
complaints which are received pertaining to the sale of 
motor vehicles are thoroughly investigated, and if a 
violation is detected the dealer is cited to appear at the 
hearing to show cause why the Department should 
not take some action against his Dealers License. 
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The North Carolina General Statutes requires Law 
Enforcement Officers to file a “Stored Vehicle Report” 
with this Bureau each time a vehicle is stored by them. 
During 1972 over 12,000 storage reports was received 
by this Bureau. When a report is received the files of 
the Registration Division are checked to determine the 
registered owner’s name and address and if there are 
any lienholders. The Bureau then notifies the last 
registered owner and lienholder that the vehicle has 
been stored, the name and address of the officer 
storing the vehicle, and the place of storage, in order 
that the care be returned to the owner or other proper 
action be taken. 

If any vehicle is to be sold at public auction to 
satisfy a storage lien, mechanic’s lien or under judicial 
proceeding, the Bureau must be notified twenty (20) 
days in advance of the proposed sale. When these 
notices are received various records are checked to 
determine if there is a stolen report on file and the 
name and address of the registered owner and 


lienholder. The bureau then notifies all interested 
parties of the proposed sale. 

Under the new Director, Nick Smith, the Bureau is 
stepping up enforcement activities in cooperation with 
other State government agencies. 

In asuccessful effort to point out the laxness of 
security which is rumored to have existed at the 
Transportation Department’s equipment depot in 
Raleigh, two trucks and one car were “stolen” recently 
as part of a security investigation approved by 
Transportation Secretary Bruce Lentz. As a result of 
the “thefts”, improved security measures were 
undertaken. Although the incident pointed out the 
ease with which vehicles could be removed, Smith 
pointed out that there was no firm evidence of thefts 
from the depot. 

The Bureau now employs 318 personnel, each of 
whom shares the responsibility of seeing that the laws 
of the Motor Vehicles Division as they pertain to this 
Bureau are properly carried out. 


NEW LICENSE EXAMS [Continued from Page 8] 


Although no exam repeats questions asked by the 
other ones, the five exams were carefully constructed 
so that all of them cover the same areas and are 
equally difficult. Thus, North Carolina was the first 
state to have a written driver's license examination 
developed according to psychometric principles of 
test construction. The exam was developed explicitly 
for North Carolina drivers, and their performance on 
the test items determined the final composition of the 
test forms. 

To cover the new material which was being 
introduced by the new exams, a supplement to the two 
examination handbooks which already existed was 


‘drawn up. This supplement was printed as a small 


yellow booklet in order to distinguish it in both size 
and color from the large brown handbook for 
beginning drivers and the medium-sized white 
refresher handbook for renewal applicants. The 
supplement was ready by mid-November, and on 
December 11, 1972, the new tests were first used as the 
official driver license exams for the State of North 
Carolina. 

During the evaluation of the old written exams, the 
matter of testing illiterate applicants was brought up. 
Currently, this segment of the population is tested with 
an orally administered exam which requires the 
applicants to respond to open-ended questions. 
Illiterate applicants, who are already handicapped 
verbally, are likely to find such questions especially 
difficult to understand. Furthermore, because the 
responses to open-ended questions can vary widely, 
the scoring of the test items is difficult. 

To find out if there were a sufficient number of 
illiterate applicants to warrant the development of a 
new and more administrable oral exam, roughly 20 


testing stations throughout the state were sampled by 
the Department of Motor Vehicles. This sampling 
showed that approximately 12 percent of all applicants 
(or over 100,000 persons) annually took the oral exam. 

Officials in the Department of Motor Vehicles 
decided to develop sets of questions for which 
multiple-choice answers would be pictorially 
represented. A graphic artist is presently creating 
attractive colorful pictures to illustrate the choice of 
answers for the new oral exam. This new format for the 
oral exam will make the test easier to score, more 
uniform, and more readily understandable — in short, a 
fairer test. Much of the effort that went into the 
development of the new written tests has been applied 
to the oral exam. The first set of 25 questions was 
shown to the driver license examiners for critical 
evaluation during their annual in-service training 
school. Their responses and reactions are presently 
being evaluated, and necessary changes in the exam 
are being made accordingly. The new oral exam will be 
ready for use sometime in 1974. 

The changes which have been made in the driver 
license exam, both its written and oral forms, have 
resulted in a more effective evaluation of the basic 
knowledge considered necessary for the safe operation 
of a motor vehicle. Dr. Patricia F. Waller, of the 
Highway Safety Research Center, cautions that these 
improvements will not necessarily bring about a 
corresponding improvement in accident statistics for 
North Carolina. Even though the new exams can 
provide a greater assurance that drivers have mastered 
this basic and necessary knowledge, such tests alone 
cannot insure that this knowledge will be used by 
drivers in their actual operation of motor vehicles. — 
by Frank Roediger 


Newsmakers 


Nick Smith, of Chapel Hill, has assumed his duties 
as head of the Enforcement and Theft Division of the 
Office of Motor Vehicles. Appointed in September by 
Secretary of Transportation Bruce Lentz, the 35 
year-old Smith was the Republican candidate for 
Attorney General in 1972. He replaces Gonzalie Rivers 
in his new position. 

Smith is a native of Kings Mountain. He holds a law 
degree from the University of Tennessee and a 
Master’s degree in anthropology from Duke University. 
He was admitted to the North Carolina Bar Associatio.- 
in 1969. 

Smith is a former assistant solicitor in Durham 
County and also performed as a legal aide attorney in 
Durham. He has taught anthropology at N. C. State 
University in Raleigh and Juriprudence of Law at the 
Duke Law School. 


Surrounded by beautiful flowers, lovely presents 
and teary-eyed co-workers, Elizabeth “Lib” Lundy 
Rogers (Mrs. C. P.) retired after thirty-nine years of 
dedicated service to the State of North Carolina in the 
Department of Motor Vehicles. She was honored at a 
luncheon on September 25, 1973. 


Mr. S. T. Usry, P. E., of Hendersonville, was 
presented an NSPE life membership at a chapter 
meeting in Asheville on October 18. Mr. Usry was a 
Resident Engineer for the N. C. DOT on construction 
and grading, bridges and paving projects in Western 
North Carolina from 1936 until 1971 when he retired. 
He is now residing in Hendersonville. 


The Department of Transportation has purchased 
compact Cars for 1974. Under a new policy, the 
Department purchased 172 compact automobiles for 
use during 1974. The compacts chosen are 1974 
Plymouth Valiants. 

The move to compact cars by the Department 
should save taxpayers about $100,000 each year. 

The Valiant costs over $300 less than a Plymouth 
Fury. Had full-size cars been bought, the Fury would 
have been the low bidder. That would make an initial 
saving of $52,000. 

Increased gas mileage will also make a saving. The 
Environmental Protection Agency figures the 1974 
Valiant’s gas mileage at 16.7 miles per gallon. That 
compares with 10.4 miles per gallon for the Fury. The 
automobiles in the Department of Transportation 
average 20,000 miles per year. Currently, the state 
pays 28 cents per gallon for gasoline. Based on that 
cost and the 20,000 miles, the compact car would save 
about $35,000 per year. The cost of gasoline is 
expected to increase, so,the saving will be greater with | 
the compact vehicles. The fuel saving will be 
approximately 125,000 gallons per year. 

The compacts are expected to save in tire wear, 
spare part costs, and ease of maintenance. Resale 
prices for compacts have been running higher than for = | 
full-size cars. This makes Department officials feel @. 
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that there will be more savings for the taxpayers when 
it comes trade-in time. 
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Raymond J. Wilson, Area Locating Engineer, has 
retired after more than 44 years service with the 
Location and Surveys Unit of the Division of 
Highways. He was employed by the Construction 
Department in September, 1928 and assigned to the 
Durham Division. In March, 1929, he transferred to 
the Location Department as a rodman. He progressed 
through the ranks and became a party chief in 1935. 
He has worked on Location surveys all over the state, 
but has spent most of the time in the 
western-piedmont section of North Carolina. In 1956 
he became an assistant to the State Locating Engineer 
and supervised all surveys in the western section of the 
state. His last assignment was Area Locating Engineer 
covering Divisions 8, 10, and 12. 

Wilson is a graduate of Durham High School and 
studied civil engineering at Duke University. On July 
2, 1934, he was married to the former Miss Kathryn 
Haynes Carpenter of Concord. They have one 
daughter, Mrs. M. James Mansfield, Jr., who teaches 
school in Harrisburg in Cabarrus County and lives in 
Charlotte. 

He was recently made a Life Member of the North 
Carolina Society of Engineers and is a member of Saint 
James Lutheran Church in his home town of Concord 
and is presently serving as a member of the church 
council. 

He was born October 2, 1907 in Warren County, the 
son of the late James E. and Viola Horton Wilson. 

Personnel of the Division of Highways honored 
Wilson with a retirement dinner on November 2 
at the Holiday Inn in Charlotte. He would like to 
express his sincere appreciation for the dinner, the 
engraved Bulova Accutron watch and other gifts. 
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A Ports and Waterways Council has been established 
to deal with State port matters. The Council will 
operate similar to the Secondary Roads Council 
developing policy and management concepts and a 
plan of operations. Actions of the Ports Council may 
be overridden by a majority vote of the Board of 
Transportation. Capital improvement requests will be 
studied and approved by the Council and passed to the 
Board for final approval. 

Members of the Council are: (seated | to r) Jessee M. 
Henley, Jr. of Fayetteville; Calvin C. Murrow of High 
Point; Richard L. Spain of Siler City; and James E. 
Rhoades, Jr. of Jacksonville. Standing (I to r) are: 
William D. Langston, Sr. of Goldsboro; Dan R. 
Thomason of Fayetteville; Rep. Henry C. Boshamer of 
Morehead City; Rye B. Page of Wilmington; and A. B. 
Bass of Tarboro. 


[Continued on Page 30] 


Roads Council 


Secondsaru 


August 28, 1973 by Supreme Court Justice Susie 

Sharp. The Council was set up by the 1973 Gene- 
ral Assembly in the legislation which created the Board 
of Transportation. 

The Council differs from the Board in that the 14 
Council members represent the engineering divisions 
within the Division of Highways. The Council is 
charged with drawing up secondary road construction 
and maintenance programs in conjunction with 
members of the Boards of County Commissioners in a 
specific county. 

Programs approved by the Council can be reviewed 
by the Board of Transportation, which is geared ona 
non-geographic basis of membership and charged with 
the state’s overall road responsibilities. Members of 
the council are appointed by the Governor. 

1. John T. Alexander is from Statesville, North Caroli- 
na. He attended N.C State University in Raleigh 
and majored in Business Administration. He is 
married to the former,Reba West and they have 
two children. ; 

2. E. Keith Almond resides in Albemarle, North Caro- 
lina. He attended N.C. State University, majoring 
in Poultry Science. His wife is the former Emma 
Eudy and they have four children. 

3. F.D. Hornaday, Jr. is from Snow Camp, North Ca- 
rolina. He is a graduate of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill with a B. S. degree in Com- 
merce. 

4. Wilber Earl Rabon is from Leland, North Carolina 
and has a degree in Agricultural Education from 
North Carolina State University. He and his wife, 
Doris, have four children. 

5. T.E. Ricks, of Rocky Mount, North Carolina, isa 
graduate of N.C. State University in Animal Indus- 
try. He is also a graduate of the Civil Affairs and 
Military Government School of the U. S. Army. He 
has served on the Board of Directors of the N.C. 


Ts Secondary Roads Council was sworn in on 
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. John Mitchell. 


Peanut Growers Association. He and his wife, 
Grace, have three children. 

Samuel Stephenson graduated from Duke Univer- 
sity with an A. B. degree in Business and Adminis- 
tration. He holds an L. L. B. from the University of 
Tennessee and attended the graduate school of 
business at Columbia University. He is a member 
of the North Carolina and Tennessee Bar Associa- 
tions and has a general practice of Law in Angier. 
Bobby Matthews is a native of Morehead City, 
North Carolina where he is president and co- 
owner of Morehead City Drug Company. His wife’s 
name is Lois and they have two children. 

Claude Billings is from Wilkesboro, North Carolina 
and graduated from Draughon Business College 
and is manager and co-owner of Stroud Insurance 
Agency. His wife’s name is Betty Jo. 

Cecil Budd is from Siler City, North Carolina. He is 
the Director of the Siler City Development Corpor- 
ation and is a Town Commissioner. He is also Dir- 


ector of Home Savings and Loan in Siler City. His 


wife’s name is Ruth. 

Brown Loflin is from Denton, North Carolina and 
has served on the Davidson County Planning & 
Zoning Board. He is also co-owner of L & S Manu- 
facturing Company. His wife’s name is Ruby and 
they have two children. 


. Kenneth Roberson is from Robersonville, North 


Carolina. He and his wife, Bennette, have five 
children. 


. Proctor Scarboro is from Zebulon, North Carolina. 


Carolina. He farms and is married to the former Jo- 
sephine Ferrell. 


. Ted Smith is from Swannanoa, North Carolina. He 


was previously employed with Beacon Manufac- 
turing Company as Transportation Supervisor. His 
wife’s name is Mozell and they have one child. 


WHAT’S HAPPENING 


A Statewide News Column for and about DOT Employees 


OFFICE OF HIGHWAYS 

Phyllis Perrott resigned October 
26, 1973 to become a housewife 
and she also has a baby boy born 
November 23, 1973. 

Juanita Garner resigned 
November 2, 1973 to return to 
New York. 

We would like to welcome Kay 
Black to our department as a 
secretary. 

Sympathy is extended to Emma 
Evans and John White upon the 
recent loss of their father. 

Congratulations to Teresa 
Dupree who is engaged to Gordon 
Parrish. 

EQUIPMENT DEPOT 

The employees at the 
Equipment Depot wish for the 
readers of Triskelion a very good 
1974. Among the blessings we 
count are the friendship and 
cooperation you have extended us 
throughout the past year. Our 
sincere thanks and best wishes for 
the coming year. 

EQUIPMENT UNIT 

Welcome back to Linda Floyd, 
who returned from maternity 
leave on September 4. Linda and 
husband William are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Casey Lee, 
who arrived on March 21, 1973. 

We’re happy to have Brenda 
Stovall with us. She was promoted 
to permanent status, and 
transferred from the Equipment 
Depot effective October 6, 1973. 
FISCAL DEPARTMENT 

The Accounting Section wishes 
to extend their congratulations 
and best wishes: 

To John Joyner, Jr., and his new 
wife, the former Mary Beth 
Brown, on their marriage, 


November 3, 1973 here in Raleigh. 


The couple spent their early 
November honeymoon in New 
Orleans 

To Charles and Joan Creech on 
the birth of their first child on 
November 9, 1973. Charles has 


been with the Department of 
Transportation for over two years 
as an Accountant Trainee and has 
just been promoted to an Internal 
Auditor. 

To Nan Upchurch on her 
promotion to Accountant Trainee. 
Nan has been with the 
Department of Transportation for 
12 years, most recently working in 
the Internal Audit section. In her 
new duties, she is working in 
Federal Aid Accounting. 

Sandra Lassiter returned to work 
on September 4. Her daughter, 
Dana Carroll, arrived on July 14, 
A973 

Congratulations to Faye 
Mangum on the birth of a six 
pound twelve ounce girl on 
November 20. Her husband, T. H., 
Faye and the Commercial 
Accounts Section had to wait a 
long time for Baby Mangum. 

The Thanksgiving turkey 
brought Joyce Christopher a 248 
pound bridegroom. Joyce and 
Vance Mangum were united in 
marriage Thanksgiving Day at the 
Pleasant Grove Church. They will 
make their home in Fuquay. 
LANDSCAPE UNIT 

The Landscape Unit belatedly 
welcomes Landscape Architect 
Phil Hinton, who came to work in 
July. Phil works in the Design 
Section. 

Welcome to Brenda Clark, who 
replaces Theresa Tilley as 
Secretary. 

Best of luck is extended to 
Theresa who is now working for 
the City of Raleigh Public 
Relations Department. 

Tom Hines was recently 
appointed Chief of the newly 
formed Clayton Rural Fire 
Department. Congratulations! 
LOCATION 

Our congratulations are 
extended to Mr. R. J. Wilson, who 
was recently granted Life 
Membership in the North Carolina 
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Society of Engineers. The Society 
voted at its August Business 
Meeting to provide a grade of Life 
Membership to any person who is 
65 years of age or older, and who 
has 30 years or more of continuous 
membership in any grade in the 
Society. 

Congratulations to Lawrence D. 
Cook on his promotion to 
Engineering Technician III. 
Lawrence, a Lumberton, N.C. 
native, has been assigned to 
Location and Surveys, Property 
Survey section in Fayetteville. 

We extend our congratulations 
and best wishes to Sarah 
McAdams upon her recent 
marriage. Sarah was wed to Mr. 
Emil D. Revala on June 23. 
MATERIALS & TESTS UNIT 

We are happy to welcome Dana 
Dillon who transferred from the 
Construction Unit of Sanford to 
us. Dana is employed in our 
Chemical Laboratory. 

The marriage of Mary Jo Carson 
to William F. Wilder July 22, 1973 
is announced. Mr. Wilder is 
employed in our Soils Laboratory. 
Congratulations! 

To Mr. & Mrs. R. W. (Dick) 
Reaves a daughter was born 
November 1, 1973. The young 
lady that we all waited so patiently 
for is named Shannon Kathleen. 
Her Mom is formerly Sheila 
McAteer. The lady’s daddy is our 
Nuclear Density Engineer. 
PLANNING AND RESEARCH 

Gary McGee has resigned on 
disability. | 

We welcome Marilyn Anne : 
McHilse to the Drafting 
Department. We also welcome 
Linda Perry who is working in the 
Library of our department. 

We welcome Jo An Crenshaw, 

Steno | in Advance Planning | 
Department. Also Charles @ | 
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Sturdivant joined that dept. asa . 
Draftman. , 
We welcome back Tom | 


Newman who has been gone a 
couple years and now returned. 
ROADWAY DESIGN 

Welcome to new employees: 
George W. Clayton, Jr., Harold B. 
Bass, James M. Aull, and Michael 
D. Parker. We are glad to have 
Margie Joyner return to work after 
being on maternity leave. 

Congratulations are extended to 
Lee and Laura McCrory, a son, 
Neil Patrick, born November 12, 
and to Wilbur and Zannie Efird, a 
baby girl, Shannon, born October 
16 


John W. Birdsall, Project 
Engineer, resigned November 30 
to accept a position with Wilbur ° 
Smith and Associates. He and Mrs. 
Birdsall will be going to Hong 
Kong for three years. His many 
friends and associates will miss 
John after his twenty-three years 
service with the Division of 
Highways, but wish him the best 
of luck in his new adventure. 

George W. (Bill) Fulghum 
retired November 30 after more 
than thirty-six years service. His 
valuable service will be sorely 
missed. Good luck on the golf 
course, Bill. 

H. Sam Brown, retired at the 
end of the year. His future plans 
include marriage at an early date 
and much luck on the stock 
market. 


Mrs. Dexter Langley 

Miss Gail Davis became the 
bride of Dexter Langley on 
Sunday, October 28, in St. Luke 
Methodist Church in Goldsboro. 
The bridegroom is employed in 
Roadway Design. 

Best wishes to James C. Davis 
and Frances D. Faison who were 
married October 27. 

Frank Pace attended a workshop 


on “Water in Pavements” in 
Memphis, Tenn. October 15-17. 
He participated on the program 
discussing North Carolina 
practices on drainage systems for 
pavements. 

Frank Pace was one of four 
delegates to the Southeastern 
Highway Soil Engineering 
Conference in Orlando, Fla. 
November 26-30, 1973. 

SAFETY AND EMERGENCY 
PLANNING 

The Safety and Emergency 
Planning Section welcomes two 
new employees. Mr. Chester D. 
Hudlow and Mrs. Peggie 
Blackman. Mr. Hudlow hails from 
the “Long Star State” of Texas, 
where he served in the Texas 
Highway Safety Department for 15 
years before completing his 
Master of Science in Industrial 
Safety from Texas A&M 
University. He is also a Certified 
Safety Professional anda 
Professional Member of the 
American Society of Safety 
Engineers. Mr. Hudlow has been 
serving as the Assistant Director of 
Safety and Emergency Planning 
since June 15, 1973. His favorite 
hobbies are camping, fishing and 
tennis. 

Peggie Blackman is the new 
secretary in the department. 
Peggie is from Garner and is the 
wife of Jim Blackman in the 
Roadway Design Department of 
D.O.T. One of her favorite 
hobbies is horseback riding. 
STRUCTURE DESIGN 

Welcome to new trainees, Jack 
Anderson Leonard, Jr., Dallie 
Lawrence Bagwell and Clyde Leroy 
Odom; also to Carl Ray Pittman, 
permanent. Ray lives in Selma 
with wife “Freddie” and one year 
old son, Carl Ray, Jr. Freddie also 
works in Raleigh — with the 
Department of Revenue. 

Debbie Boyles, Sec. Trainee 
replaced Deborah Ann 
Pendergraft who returned to 
Holding Tech. 

David Hodgin accepted a job 
with Carolina Power and Light 
Company and Tommy Clegg with 
Duke Power Company in 
Charlotte. Ron H. Lie joined a 
consultant firm in Raleigh. 

Sympathy is extended to Landis 
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M. Temple, Head of Structure 
Design, whose father died 
November 16th and to Ray Moore 
for the loss of his mother October 
We 

Congratulations to Betsy 
Lancaster. She and husband, 
Danny are proud parents of 
Barbara Daniella, born August 31; 
to Mr. and Mrs. Norm Miller 
whose new daughter, Gretchen 
Mary was born October 1, and to 
the George Lanes who welcomed 
son, Caleb Alexander on October 
6. “ 
Art Noble married Estelle Mulli- 
gan November 23. They both like 
fishing and in the near future plan 
to make their home at Kill Devil 
Hills where Art has a cottage. 

Charles Pope of Structure 
Design proudly displays evidence 
of a holiday hunting trip 
November 12. Accompanied by 
friend Mike Adams, Charles killed 
the seven point buck near 
Menola, N.C. 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 

We welcome new employees, 
Cam Wheeler, Greg Staderman, 
Lewis Alton Chalmers, Jr., Rosa 
Edwards, Jimmy Exum and Joe 
Sadler. 


IN THE FIELD 
Division 1 

We certainly miss Mr. D. W. 
Patrick, Division Engineer who 
was transferred to Fayetteville as 
the Division Engineer of Division 
6. We wish him much success! 

We extend a most cordial 
welcome to Mr. E. J. Butler who 
replaced Mr. D. W. Patrick as 
Division Engineer of Division 1. 
Mr. Butler came from 
Winston-Salem where he was 
Assistant Division Engineer — 
Maintenance, of Division 9. We 
are looking forward to when he 
will be able to move his family to 
Ahoskie, and we certainly hope 
they will have a most enjoyable 
stay in our Community. 

We would also like to welcome 
Mrs. Shirley Overton to the 
Division Office staff who joined 
our department September 10, 
1973, as a stenographer. She 
replaces Mrs. Linda Overton who 
resigned to accept other 
employment. 


On October 27, 1973, 
approximately 335 Division 
employees gathered at the 
National Guard Armory in Ahoskie 
for a supper in honor of the 
following employees retiring 
during the calendar year 1973: 

District 1: John Silas Stallings, 
47 yrs. 9mos; John Like Brabble, 
33 yrs. 3 mos; Adam Dough 
Etheridge, 14 yrs. 3 mos; Caleb 
Forehand Gregory, 28 yrs. 1 mos; 
Henry Clay Harris, 36 yrs. 6 mos; 
Jesse Arthur Savage, 46 yrs. 10 
mos; Walter Raleigh Sawyer, 32 
yrs. 1 mo; District 2: Charles 
Therrell Liverman, 26 yrs. 10 mos; 
Rupert William Hasty, 38 yrs. 2 ~ 
mos; Robert Lee Vinson, 46 yrs. 8 
mos; Richard Hughes, 7 yrs. 6 
mos; Calvin Lassiter, 9 yrs. 6 mos; 
Andrew Jack Lawrence, 28 yrs. 3 
mos; Mahlon Rhodes Parker, 37 
yrs. 9mos; District 3: Bruce 
Hallett Phelps, 36 yrs. 9 mos: 
Eugene Gratz Credle, 45 yrs. 7 
mos; William Hardy Craddock, 26 
yrs. 2 mos; Carl Hugh Spruill, 46 
yrs. 10 mos; Road Oil: William 
Thomas Dawson, 7 yrs. 1 mo; 
Traffic Services: Eugene Lindsay, 
38 yrs. 1 mo; Equipment: Clifton 
Riley Dail, 24 yrs., Jay Wilson 
Smith, 35 yrs; Noah Brickhouse, 
Sr., 24 yrs. 4 mos; Construction: 
Thomas Watson Wood, 21 yrs. 10 
mos. Total Years Service for 
Division, 764 yrs. 7 mos. Average 
years per employee, 30 % yrs. 

Each retiree was presented an 
Electric Benrus Calendar watch. 

Following the presentation of 
the retirees’ gifts, Mr. and Mrs. D. 
W. Patrick were presented a four 
piece Pewter Coffee Service from 
the Division 1 employees. 

Condolences to Mr. C. B. 
Mumford, Jr., Maintenance 
Supervisor in Division 1, District 2, 
on the death of his father. 


Mr. Jay W. Smith stands proudly 
beside his camping trailer with 
one of his catches from Gaston 
Lake, North Carolina. Mr. Smith 


Walter B. Chauncey, Div. 2, Dist. | 


Alexander Johnson, Div. 2, Dist. | 


built his sixteen foot camping 
trailer from stern to stern to enjoy 
for his retirement days. Mr. Smith 
retired September 28, 1973, with 
36 yrs. of employment with the 
District 2 Equipment Shop where 
he was a District Mechanic. 
Congratulations Mr. Smith! 
Division 2 
District 1 — Maintenance 
Retirements: Walter B. 
Chauncey — Employed Novem- 
ber 1, 1952, and retired October 
11975 
Alexander Johnson — Em- 
ployed August 13, 1962, and re- 
tired May 1, 1973 
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Best wishes to both these em- 
ployees for a long and happy re- 
tirement. 

Appraisal Section. 
Congratulations to Cubmaster 
Claude Moore who was the 
recipient of the Compass Award in 
recognition for his outstanding 
service to his unit (Pack 200), to 
Pitt District and to the East 
Carolina Council in the area. 
Division 3 

We were very sorry to learn of 
the death of Mr. Dave Boylston’s 
father. We sincerely extend our 
sympathy to Dave and his family. 

Congratulations to Mr. Jim 
Medlin who was recently 
transferred to the Raleigh office as 
Assistant to the Chief Engineer, 
and to Mr. Ted Funderburk who 
stepped up to 3rd Division 
Engineer. 


We would also like to welcome 
Mr. N.S. Day, our Assistant 
Division Engineer in charge of 
construction. 

We extend our sympathy to 
Mrs. Jennie Robertson in the 
recent death of her mother. 

We welcome Mrs. Linda 
Anderson to our Equipment Shop. 
Linda and her husband moved to 
Wilmington from Springfield, 
Mass. 

Belated congratulations to 
Robert Phillips, R/W Agent, on 
the birth of his son, Jon Phillips. 
And also to Mrs. Rickie Jo 
Broadfoot on the birth of her son, 
Alex. 


Division 5 

Mr. Leonard D. Watts, Mech. II 
from Div. Shop retired October 
1st. His retiring remarks were: “1 
hope all of you are as healthy as | 
am when you reach retirement 
age.” We wish Mr. Watts an 
enjoyable retirement. 

It is with regret that Division 
Shop has lost two employees due 
to disability. 

Wishes for improvement in 
health to Mr. Kenneth C. House, 
Mech. Il and Mr. William F. Cole, 
Machine Operator II. 

Mr. Lewis Newcomb, Mechanic 
Il transferred from the Equipment 
Depot to Division Shop and Mr. 
Raymond Cobbs, Traffic Sign 


Erector of Division Traffic Services 
transferred to Division Shop. 

Mr. Earl Platt, General Utility 
Man resigned to enlist in the U.S. 
Army. 

Welcome to former and new 
employees in Equipment Unit of 
Division 5: Messrs. Winfred 
Booth, Ralph Roberts, Gene A. 
Graves, Donnie Hester, Charles A. 
Kelbaugh, Clyde E. Paylor, 
Alanders R. Ragland, and Calvin 
D. Ramsey. 

Mr. Timothy Roberts of the 
Landscape Dept. was married to 
Miss Barbara Jacobs on September 
21st. We wish them a happy 
marriage. 

G.C. Wrenn, Maintenance 
Foreman #2 returned to work with 
us on October 1, 1973. Mr. Wrenn 
has been out since November 1972 
for extended illness, glad to have 
you back. 

We want to congratulate Mr. 
M.Z. Morris, Maintenance 
Supervisor Wake County on 
getting married in October. The 
newly married couple went to 
Florida for 2 weeks on their 
honeymoon. Best wishes to Mr. 
Morris. 


Mr. Sam Wilson, Div. 6 


Division 6 


Plaque presented to Mr. Sam M. 


Wilson, Area Maintenance 
Engineer, who retired effective 
October 1, 1973. Mr. Wilson 
served as District Engineer in 
Fayetteville for nineteen years 
before his promotion to Area 
Maintenance Engineer in Raleigh. 
To Mr. Wilson’s left is Mr. N.S. 
Day, Assistant Division Engineer 
of Construction in Wilmington 
and to his right, Mr. K.C. Butler, 
Assistant Division Engineer of 
Construction in Fayetteville. 


Division 6 personnel would like 
to welcome Mr. D.W. “Pat” 
Patrick as Division Engineer in 
Fayetteville, effective October 29, 
1973, and Mr. F.W. Adkins, 
Assistant Division Engineer of 
Maintenance, effective November 
3, 1973. Also welcomed is Mrs. 
“Jo’”” McCormick, Clerk Il in the 
Road Oil Office, effective October 
20, 1973. 

Sympathy is extended to the 
family of Nathan Elisha Tyler, who 
drowned on October 17, 1973. Mr. 
Tyler was employed in the 
Division 6 Equipment as a General 
Utility Man temporary and was to 
be promoted to permanent payroll 
on November 3, 1973. At the time 
of his death, a fund was set up by 
the employees of the Department 
of Transportation’s Eastern Region 
and contributions were made to 
the family of Mr. Tyler. We would 
like to express our gratitude to 
these employees for this unselfish 
endeavor and along with the Tyler 
family extend a sincere “thank 
you”. 

Division 7 

Employees of the Division were 
deeply saddened by the death of 
John Q. Ball, Jr., District I] Clerk, 
following heart surgery. Deepest 
sympathy is extended to Mrs. Ball. 

Our sincere sympathy is 
expressed to Helen Pringle, 
District Il Secretary, in the death 
of her father, William G. Hylton, 
and to the family of J.E. Bray, 
District | M.O. Il, who died 
recently. 

Welcome to Sarah Smith (Mrs. 
Nelson) District Il Clerk, and 
Bruce Miller, Division Personnel 
Officer who recently joined our 
staff. 

A number of our employees 
have joined that elite group — 
retirees — recently. Among this 
number are: District | — 1. H. 
Grubbs, M. O. III in Alamance 
County and J. W. Barts, M. F. IV in 
Caswell County; Distrcit 1] — D. F. 
Linville, M. F. Il, C. V. Coins, M. 
F. Il, and Fred G. Wood, M. F. IV, 
from Guilford County, and W. E. 
Kallan, M. F. Il, H. F. Sharp, Truck 
Driver, and J. L. Crews, M. O. IV 
from Rockingham County; Road 
Oil — J. R. Cole Jr., M. O. 1; and 
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Traffic Services — R. D. Green, M. 
O. Ill. To each of these employees 
we say congratulations for a job 
well done and to each we wish the 
very best of health and happiness 
as these good days of retirement 
unfold. 

Division 8 

Congratulations to the Jim 
Hoskins family on the arrival of 
their baby sister— Jimi Lous. Jim is 
a mite outnumbered in his house, 
as this is the fourth little girl. He is 
Assistant District Engineer in 
Asheboro. 

WELCOME to new employee 
Garda Simpson. Garda is a Clerk in 
the District Office in Aberdeen. 
We are happy to have Dick Wright 
in the Division Office as Assistant 
Division Engineer in charge of 
Construction; though we do miss 
Dave Roberts, who is now Division 
Engineer in the Wilson Office. 

Charles E. Reynolds, Sign 
Erector in Montgomery County, 
was one of the five-gallon blood 
donors recently honored at a 
recognition dinner in Troy. We 
commend Charles on this most 
worthy community service. 

Following a November 
wedding, T. W. Farlow, Randolph 
County Machine Operator and his 
bride, the former Lona Chriscoe, 
had a most enjoyable trip to 
California, and many other points 
of interest, including Las Vegas, 
and some of the western states. 

Among those retiring this fall 
are: R. D. Easterling, Hoke County 
Maintenance Department; Sam 
Carter, Lee County Maintenance 
Department; Paul Caddell, Moore 
County Maintenance Department, 
E. V. Holcomb, Scotland County 
Maintenance Department with 31 
years of service; Ervin James Clark, 
Maintenance Foreman in Scotland 
County with 35 years service; Roy 
Henderson Ledwell Maintenance 
Foreman II in Randolph County 
with more than 32 years service; 
Gray Sewell, Sign Erector in 
Scotland County with more than 
37 years service; and Reid 
Webster, Road Maintenance 
Supervisor in Chatham County 
with 30 years service. We wish 
each of these a most happy and 
prosperous retirement. 


Division 9 

Congratulations to Mr. E. J. 
Butler, Assistant Division Engineer 
— Maintenance, who was 
promoted to Division Engineer for 
Division One in Ahoskie, North 
Carolina, effective November 1, 
1973. 

Ninth Division Personnel would 
like to welcome Mr. D. B. Waters, 
who was transferred from the 
Asheville Office to replace Mr. 
Butler as Assistant Division 
Engineer-Maintenance. 


oS 
D. B. Waters, Asst. Div. Engineer 


Welcome to Mr. W. B. Brooks, 
Machine Operator III in Davidson 
County, District |. 

Our best to Mr. B. C. Jacobs 
Assistant District Engineer who 
was promoted from Assistant 
District Engineer to District 
Engineer and transferred to Boone 
District Office on 8/11/73. 

Welcome to the following 
“trainees”: Steve Lail, Engineering 
Aide; Bryan Staley, Il, Highway 
Engineer in Training; and Leonard 
Hall, Highway Engineer in 
Training. 

Welcome to the following new 
employees in District Il: Davie 
County — J. T. Chaffin, Truck 
Driver; T. O. Parker, General 
Utility Man; D. E. Cranfill, Truck 
Driver; and T. W. Reavis, Truck 
Driver. Forsyth County —N.N. 
Newsom, Maintenance Foreman |; 
D. W. Boles Machine Operator I; 
P. W. Hauser, Machine Operator 
|; J. Singleton, General Utility 
Man; and E. L. Hatcher, General 
Utility Man. Stokes County—V.E. 
Simmons, General Utility Man; J. 
|. Mabe, Truck Driver; and H. 
Mage, Truck Driver. 

Our deepest sympathy in the 
following deaths: J. W. Stone, 
Maintenance Foreman IV with the 
Stokes County Maintenance 
Department passed away October 


14, 1972, after an illness of several 
months. We wish to extend our 
deepest sympathy to his family 
and friends and also to apologize 
to Mrs. Stone for having failed to 
make note of this in our 
“Roadways” magazine, but at the 
time of Mr. Stone’s death, the 
“Roadways” magazine was not 
being published and the 
“Triskelion” was in the process of 
being created. 

T.N. Tuttle passed away 
September 28, 1973. Mr. Tuttle - 
retired from his position as 
Maintenance Foreman I! with the 
Stokes County Maintenance 
Department July 1, 1966. 

We were saddened by the death 
of one of our employees, namely, 
Joseph B. Hornbuckle who passed 
away October 12, 1973. Mr. 
Hornbuckle was a Highway 
Engineer | and had worked for the 
Division of Highways for almost 25 
years. He is survived by his widow, 
two children, and three 
grandchildren. 

Mrs. Wanda B. Miller, Typist II, 
in the Construction Office 
transferred to the Department of 
Motor Vehicles where she will 
become a Driver’s License 
Examiner in Greensboro. Lots of 
luck in your new position, Wanda. 


Ms. Darlene Redman, Typist Il 
Construction — Winston Salem 


Welcome to Ms. Darlene 
“Doty” Redman who will replace 
Mrs. Miller as Typist I]. Ms. 
Redman transferred from the 
Division 9 Equipment Unit. 

Mr. J. W. Davenport, 
Engineering Technician II in the 
Winston-Salem Construction 
Office resigned to accept 
employment with the Litton 
Medical Industries. Mr. Davenport 
had been with the Division of 
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Highways fifteen years. We wish 
him the best of luck in his new 
position. 


Area II! Relocation agents with 
Real Estate Broker’s Certificates. 
[Left to Right: D. G. Baise, Ray- 
mond Lowe, Ray Davis and 
Roscoe Leftwich] 


All the Relocation Agents in 
Area III Relocation, 
Winston-Salem, are now Real 
Estate Brokers... Mr. D. G. Baise 
and Mr. R. J. Leftwich having 
recently passed the examination 
to become brokers and join Mr. 
Ray Davis and Mr. Raymond 
Lowe, who had previously become 
brokers. 


Franklin D. Morgan, review ap- 
praiser — newly elected president, 
American Right of Way Assn., 
Chapter #37. 


Mr. Franklin D. Morgan, Review 
Appraiser, for the Appraisal 
Section in Winston-Salem has 
been elected President of the 
American Right of Way 
Association, Chapter #31, which is 
composed of 275 members 
located in North Carolina and 
South Carolina. Mr. Morgan has 
been employed by the 
Department of Transportation 
since September 1960. He isa 
graduate of Appalachian State 
University with a B. S. Degree in 
Business Education. From 


September 1960 until September 
1965 he worked as a Right of Way 
Agent with home office at 
Greensboro, N. C. From 
September 1965 until July 1968 he 


where he worked as a Real Estate 
Appraiser. He moved to 
Winston-Salem where he worked 
as an appraiser until 1971 when he 
became Review Appraiser. Mr. 
Morgan is married to the former 
Vera Brown. They have three 
children and reside at 133 
Flintfield Drive, Winston-Salem. 
Mr. Morgan’s parents are Mr. and 
Mrs. T. C. Morgan of 1011 Lamar 
Street, Marion, N. C. 
Division 10 

Welcome to Mr. W. E. 
Woodruff who has assumed the 


District Engineer’s position for Mr.. 


C.N. Whilden, Jr. who resigned to 
go into private business. Mr. 
Woodruff was previously the 
Division Staff Engineer. 
Also welcome to Mrs. Deborah 
Bullard, Secretary I] and Miss 
Donna Thornburg, Typist Il. We 
wish them luck in the District 
Office. 
| ) Furman Deese, Ralph Gabriel, 
and William Sossoman have 
retired. They will be missed 
greatly. 

Good-bye and good luck to Miss 
Cookie Biggers and Mr. Mike 
Hartsell. Miss Biggers resigned to 
accept a position with Reserve Life 
Insurance. Mr. Hartsell resigned to 
accept a position with Lamar Dean 
Outdoor Advertising Company. 

Mr. James F. Peterman ts 
welcomed to Division 10. He is 
serving as Personnel Officer for 
this Division. Mr. Peterman 
replaced Mr. Gary H. Pendleton 
who was promoted to Liason 
Officer between the Personnel 
Department and the Legislature in 
Raleigh. 

Our sincere sympathy is 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
U. Farrar in the death of his son, 
William Neely, October 29, 1973. 
Sidney isa E. T. Ill in our 
Construction Department. 

All the DOT employees in 
Cabarrus County are really 
enjoying the new maintenance 
yard building which they recently 
moved into. 


was assigned to Waynesville, N. C. 


Welcome back to W. V. Ingold, 
after a long period of illness. 

New employees at Stanly 
County Maintenance: Claude Kirk, 
C. P. Barbee and Steve Boles as 
General Utility Man. 

Division 12 

Sympathy is extended to Noel 
McGinnis of the Construction 
Department in the death of his 
wife, Mabel, on September 11th. 

The new addition to the Charles 
Gettys family (Construction 
Department) is ason, Brian David, 
born July 27th. 

Welcome to Robert C. Greene, 
new employee in the Manley 
Construction Party. 

Welcome to Horace Jernigan, of 
Raleigh, who has transferred to 
Division 12 as Assistant Division 
Engineer. Mr. Jernigan is replacing 
Jim Warren, who has been 
promoted to Division Engineer in 
the 14th Division. Best wishes go 
with Mr. Warren in his new 
division. 

W. B. Wellmon is in line for 
congratulations on his promotion 
to District Engineer in District I. 
Buford replaced J. |. Church, who 
retired and who is living the “life 
of Riley”. 

Mrs. Jeannette Gibson is the 
attractive new receptionist in the 
Division Office Building. We hope 
Jeannette is going to like her 
employment with the Division of 
Highways. 


K. E. Mauney, Div. 12 

Pictured is K. E. Mauney, 
Division Engineer, making 
retirement presentation to J. I. 
Church, who retired as District 
Engineer, on September 30th. Best 
wishes for a most happy 
retirement is extended to John. 
Division 13 

Fred H. Beck, Jr. and Nancy 
Hensley of Asheville were married 
on December 8, 1973, at the First 


Me 


| Presbyterian Church, Asheville, 


N.C. Fred is a Right of Way Agent 
with the Right of Way 
Department. Joyce R. Metcalf was 
married to Oscar (Poochie) Corn 
on October 26 in Greenville, 
South Carolina. Joyce is a Typist II 
in the Division Office. 

A special welcome is extended 
to our new Personnel Officer, Mr. 
Joel R. Mashburn and George E. 
Weaver, Jr., EEO Officer for the 
Western Region. We’re most 
grateful for their fine services. 

We wish to extend a long and 
happy retirement to A. H. Allen 
Division Landscape Supeivisor, 
and M. A. Compton, Traffic 
Service Supervisor. Mr. Allen 
retired September 30 with over 25 
years of service. Mr. Compton 
retired November 30 with over 42 
years of service. 

We welcome Paul R. Lankford 
who replaces M. G. Allen as 
Landscape Supervisor. Mr. 
Lankford was previously with the 
14th Division. 

Congratulations to Mr. G. J. 
Snyder in his new position as 
Traffic Service Supervisor! 

Sincere sympathy is extended to 
the family and friends of B. S. 
Connelly. Mr. Connelly died on 
October 27, 1973 after a short 
illness. He was formerly employed 
with the State Highway 
Commission as a District Engineer. 
He retired in 1968 after 40 years of 
service. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronnie Clark on the arrival of an 8 
lb. 6 0z. bouncing boy, Michael 
Gray. Ronnie ts an Assistant 
Resident Engineer and Frances, 
Michael’s mother was formerly a 
Steno II in the Division Office. 


OFFICE OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
Cashiers Office 

The cashiers would like to 
welcome Mrs. Frances Pate to 
their office. Mrs. Pate comes to us 
from the Registration Inspection 
Unit of the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. Frances is a graduate of 
Wakelon High School in Zebulon. 
She has been a state employee 
almost five years. 
ENFORCEMENT AND THEFT 
BUREAU 

The Enforcement and Theft 
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Bureau, formerly License and 
Theft Division, welcomed its new 
Director, Nicholas A. Smith, on 
September 17. Mr. Smith, a 
Chapel Hill attorney, was the 
Republican candidate for Attorney 
General in 1972. 

Also joining the Bureau staff in 
September were Roy McCampbell, 
a veteran of the State Highway 
Patrol who is the new Deputy 
Director; R. D. Love, formerly 
assistant District Supervisor in 
Hickory who is now Liaison 
Officer; Michael T. Bowers, 
formerly with the Durham 
Detective Bureau now serving as 
Chief Special Investigator, and 
Ms. Martha Colston, formerly with 
Mr. Smith’s law firm now serving 
as Administrative Assistant. 

Other new employees with the 
Bureau include Charles R. (Rusty) 
Lassiter, Faye Andrews, from 
Registration, and Julia Allen, 
serving as secretaries for the 
Safety Administration Office, 
Elizabeth (Bet) Lynch, Dealers 
Section replacing Theresa Clifton 
who transferred to the Division of 
Accounts; Barbara Daughtry, new 
to the Typist Pool; Horace Lane, 
former State Trooper now an 
Inspector in Durham; and Michael 
Edwards, a Vehicle Inspection 
Officer trainee in Raleigh. 

Mrs. Becky Gordon transferred 
from Typing Pool to the Highway 
Safety program as secretary to 
Charles Speed. 

The largest number of 
promotions in the history of the 
Bureau was announced November 
9, representing 293 man-years of 
career service. Three new District 
Supervisors were named: Bobby 
N. Hopper, to Greenville; Bobby 
G. Estes, to Raleigh; and George 
Hargrove, to Fayetteville. Named 
to assistant District Supervisors 
were Malcolm C. Parnell, 
Greensboro; Raymond J. Evans, 
Asheville; James E. Everette, 
Fayetteville; Norman O. Dickens, 
Raleigh; George A. Rose, 
Charlotte; and William A. Bost, 
Hickory. 

Promoted to Inspector were 
Ronnel Dowdy, Gastonia, and Ken 
Riley, Ahoskie; to Lieutenant, 
James Ray Palmer and Glenn J. 
Farrell, Raleigh; Herbert E. 


Edwards, Charlotte; Albert C. 
Thompson, Hendersonville; and 
John H. Webb, Hertford. 
Promoted to Sergeants were 
William F. Pugh, Hertford; 
Thurman A. Pope, Kinston; 
Ronald E. Speigh, Hillsborough, 
and Craven A. Langston, Raleigh. 
Congratulations are extended to 
LaVerne Campbell and her 
husband on the birth of a son. 
Mrs. Campbell is a member of the 
Safety Inspection Section. 
Retiring from the Bureau are S. 
R. Judge, past District Supervisor 
in Fayetteville; Roy Owens, 
Hendersonville Weight Station, 
and Merrill Bynum, past District 
Supervisor in Greenville. 


~ STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 


No fuel shortage here. The 
following incident happened four 
miles south of Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, on US 301: 

Would you believe a 1935 
Dodge pickup truck clocked on 
radar at 114 m.p.h. in a 55 m.p.h. 
zone. 

While you are considering that, 
would you also believe that the 
driver of the ancient aged pickup 
truck, which was “souped-up”, 
blew .26 on the Breathalyzer; so, 
evidentally, there was no fuel 
shortage in the tank of the vehicle 
or the driver. 

Incidentally, the driver and 
vehicle were the same age — 
thirty-eight years old. 

TRAFFIC RECORDS 

Welcome goes to Betty Massey, 
Joan Smith, and Doris Alston, new 
employees in our division. 

We send our deepest sympathy 
to Don Dreeman in the loss of his 
brother-in-law, Mrs. Eila 
Honeycutt and her uncle, Mr. Paul 
Earp. 

Lou Helen Morris has formed a 
4-H Club in the Five Points area 
and is really proud of it. Just 
formed in October, the club 
sponsored a Safety Exhibit in 
North Hills Shopping Center 
showing a safety film and received 
a trophy from the Wake County 
Organization. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY EDUCATION 

A big note of apology! Last issue 
carried the news that a school bus 
coloring book had been devised 
by Jim Slaughter and Craven 
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County Schools. Actually Ann 
Williams of the Raleigh office 
illustrated the book and Jim had 
the Craven County Schools make 
prints. Sorry Ann! 

New people in the Division are 
Herbert Brown at Winston-Salem, 
Bryan Cooke at Burnsville, and Jan 
Parrish in the Raleigh office. 
Welcome! Robbie McCallop 
replaced Sandra Brantley as 
secretary to Mr. Griffin. Sandra, 
out on maternity leave, hada 
healthy son and has decided to 
stay home and raise a family. Pet 
Geyer will replace Adam Bartlett 
at Winston-Salem on December 3, 
1973. Bartlett has transferred to 

Asheville. Gerald Cooke will be at 
Charlotte as of November 26. He 
replaces Don Cox who transferred 
to Brevard. 

A series of district meetings will 
be held in November and 
December to acquaint the men 
with administrative policies, 
changes in reports and distribution 
of bicycle slide programs as well 
as additional slides for the school 
bus driver training program. 

Commissioner Boyd C. Miller, 
Jr. will try to make the meetings to 
meet the employees and present 
the beautiful service award pins. 
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“Conestoga Wagon”, late 1800's, sold by M. F. 
Markham, Durham, North Carolina. This type of 
wagon was first designed in 1775 in the Conestoga 
Valley of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
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Town-Coach, 1840, made by Henry Hooker, New 

Haven, Connecticut. Restored in 1966, this coach 

belonged to General Samuel F. Patterson of Palmy- 
ra, Caldwell County, North Carolina. 


in the Archives Building here in Raleigh, is 

currently exhibiting coaches and buggies of the 
type used to transport North Carolinians around the 
turn of the century. 

The coaches were donated to the museum by 
their owners. Restorations of the vehicles was done by 
personnel of the Museum. 


T he North Carolina Museum of History, located 


Buggymobile, 1903, made by Gilbert 
S. Waters, New Bern, North Carolina. 
It is believed to be the first automo- 
bile made in the state. 


Buggy, late nineteenth century, “Buckboard” type. 
This buggy was used in Anson County, North Caroli- 
na around the turn of the century. 


“They told me that all 
the railroads had gone 


out of business, and’ 
| believed them.” 
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“Do you think this 
will make my 
insurance go upe” 
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Old Days 


“What's the matter, Buddy, lose scmething?2” 


| Burma Shave 
THIS CUhyE HAS 


bad 
\A MAID THE DEVI 


fom aria YOURE NEXT 
~ 


The leading lip to Horseshoe Curve 
in Winston-Salem, circa 1920. 
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ON THE DOT-TED LINE [Continued from Page 3] 


There is something about a Patrol car which always 
draws a crowd, and the highway maps are always good 
items, but we had some added features this year, such 
as Nick Smith’s License and Theft people operating the 
computer terminal and having officers on hand to 
provide information. We'll repeat this next year, I’m 
sure. We also gave away a few copies of the seven year 
road program. I’m sure that wé may be giving out the 
updates on the plan at future fairs, too. 


After that bit of sparkling nothing, let me hasten to 
say that the days to come will bring from this column 
more comment on television shows. In an effort to 
stay behind the times, I'll review THE GOVERNOR 
~ AND JJ, THE ED SULLIVAN SHOW and some of the 
other winners of yesterday such as RACKET SQUAD 
and BRODERICK CRAWFORD ’s long time hit 
HIGHWAY PATROL. 


REMEMBER THE ENERGY CRISIS AND CAR POOLS, 
POOL IT! 


NEWSMAKERS [Continued from Page 17] 


Five employees of the North Carolina DOT received 
the AASHO Award of Merit in appreciation of 25 years 
of public service at the Fifty-Ninth Annual Convention 
held in Los Angeles, California on November 12, 1973. 

The employees receiving the awards were: Murray S. 
Howell, Head of Hydrographic Unit; John H. Davis, 
Chief Engineer — Operations; James O. Litchford, 
Manager of Traffic Engineering; Charles W. Snell, 
Division Engineer from Greenville; and Landis M. 
Temple, Head of Structure Design. 

Several major changes in the organization structure 
and committee structure were made at the annual 
meeting. There was also a name change from 
American Association of State Highway Officials to 
American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO). The organization 
is being broadened in scope to represent all modes of 
transportation, rather than just highways. 


HSRC MOTORCYCLES [Continued from Page 9] 


Dr. Waller concludes: “With recent findings that 
identify inexperience as a major factor in motorcycle 
accidents, it is becoming more and more necessary to 
have some means of screening motorcycle operators. 

“There are over 3 million licensed drivers in North 
Carolina, and imagine what would happen if each one 
were to get out on a motorcycle. That would never 
happen, of course, but as things now stand, it would 
be legal. 

“This example is only an exaggeration of our present 
system. We need some way to examine potential 
motorcyclists on the specific skills necessary to 
operate a motorcycle. Such a screening process will 
help reduce the number of inexperienced 
motorcyclists, and will consequently help reduce the 
number of motorcycle related accidents.” — by Frank 
Roediger 
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THE ENERGY CRISIS [Continued from Page 7] 


period. The 11-day shut down was to save about 65% 
in the normal fuel comsumption for the time. — by 
Ted Harrison 


HOW TO BE A “BIG SHOT” SUPERVISOR 


1. Study to look tremendously important. Don’t 
walk, STRUT! 
2. Ignore the employee when he asks questions. 


He’ll soon stop bothering you. 

3. | Be sure to do something each day to prove you're 
boss. 

4. Whenanewman comes in, stare him down. 
Then spit. 

5. Never praise aman. He'll get to thinking he’s 
worth more money. 

6. Treat ‘em all alike. If he can’t measure up to your 
standards, fire him. 

7. Prod workers about their shortcomings. This will 
keep them on their toes. 

8. Never tell people what’s going to happen. That’s 
your business. 

9. Never give workers the reasons why. Their job is 
to follow your orders, not to run the business. 

10. Never give workers information of any impor- 
tance. Some smart guy might get your job. 

11. Pick out two or three of your favorites to spy on 
other workers. In this way you can pick up a lot 
of information. 

12. Have no social contact whatever with your work- 
ers. Familiarity breeds contempt. 


Dear Sir: 
| have driven in most of the 
states on the Eastern Coast and | 
had to let you know how much | 
~ appreciated your well marked 
roads. | was traveling on Route 17 
and arrived in your state at dusk. 
Your marking and directions on 
that road made my drive a 
pleasure. You gave a stranger 
enough time to know what was 
coming next and time to make 
adjustments. | would just like to 
say thank you from a stranger to 
your parts. 
Mrs. George Mair 
Old Bridge, N. J. 


Dear Sirs: 

Thank you very much for the 
prompt return to my request. In 
my dealings with the state 
government | have come to trust 
your reliable answers to my 
letters. So thank you for making 
my day alittle bit happier by 
letting me trust our government in 
these trying times. 

Robert S. Boyles 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 


Dear Sir: 

| would like to express my 
appreciation to you and your 
department for your prompt 
attention to my request to install a 
“stop ahead” sign on SR 1525 at 
the intersection with SR 1010 in 
Johnston County. 

My mother was fatally injured 
as a result of a wreck she had at 
this intersection on September 15. 


Dear DO 


This new sign will not prevent 
her accident, but it will possibly 
save someone else from death or 
serious injury. 

Raymond J. Moore 
Garner, N. C. 


Dear Sir: 

Enclosed you will find a check 
to cover the cost of the fine 
imposed on me last Sunday 
morning and this letter is written 
in great protest over that matter!!! 

In the first place, | do not feel 
that | was illegally parked since | 
had all four wheels completely off 
the pavement and | was not 
blocking any driveway. 

In the second place, and this is 
most important, do you realize 
that there is not one single place a 
person can park so that a walk on 
the beach can be enjoyed without 
worrying about the car? 

There is absolutely no parking 
area available to those of us who 
cannot and do not own beach 
property. We would like to enjoy 
the beach which God made for all 
of us but we cannot afford to buy 
a lot just to get that privilege. Our 
tax money does help to keep up 
that road between Emerald Isle 
Pier and the Bogue Inlet Coast 
Guard Staion, does it not? 
Therefore, something should be 
done about giving us a right to use 
that area without being fined. 

Please think this over and try to 
provide some space where we can 
leave our cars to enjoy our right to 
the beach. 

Copies of this letter will be sent 
to the State Highway Commission 
and to the Carteret News-Times 
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and perhaps even to the Governor 
for something should and must be 
done about this matter now. 
Thank you. 
Miss Marguerite Thomas 
Swansboro, N. C. 


Dear Sirs: 

Anne and | were so impressed 
the other day by the Welcome 
Station on I-85 at Kings Mountain 
we wanted to tell you so. 

Having travelled to California 
last Spring and to the Southeast 
last week we have stopped at 
many Welcome Centers, but Kings 
Mountain Welcome Center 
topped them all. The only other 
place we were impressed was in 
Western Arkansas on 1-40. 

What made us really feel 
welcome was the un-inhibited 
way Suzie Jenkins and Verna 
Darby greeted us. Both were so 
sincere that we really felt it. Of all 
the ways our highway taxes are 
spent for promotion, the Welcome 
Center and these two persons are, 
in our eyes, the most for the least 
spent. They are tops. 

We also stopped at the Rest 
Area a little further north on I-85 
at the new facility there — the 
most beautiful one we have ever 
used. We spoke with an employee 
there who was working on the 
landscape. He was also very 
helpful and we enjoyed talking 
with him. . . 

It all sums up that we were not 
only impressed, but went away 
feeling nothing but good to your 
Department and whoever was the 
main force behind those two 
facilities. 

Jack and Anne Partusch 
Rosman, N. C. 


Feedback 


Dear Readers: 

We have several articles in this issue contributed by 
people outside the DOT. The articles from the 
Highway Safety Research Center were contributed by 
Frank Roetiger. Margo Woodin, the writer of the 
article on Improved Asphalt, is a student at N. C. State 
University here in Raleigh. She is studying Newswriting 
and Feature Editing and seemed to be pleased that we 
would print her article. We were more than happy to 
oblige and look forward to receiving more editorial 
assistance from her. 

There’s a lot of emphasis on the energy crisis in this 


issue. We want you to be aware of everything we are 
doing here in Raleigh to help in this nationwide 
problem. Remember, carpools are not a bad idea — 
they give you someone to talk with on your way to 
work! It’s a pleasant way to begin a workday. 

I’m hoping to see a lot of our correspondents during 
the coming Spring. | want to meet our people in all of 
the Divisions. So don’t be surprised if you find me 
knocking at your door! 


Patrice Crawford 
Editor, Triskelion 


